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and therefore it will be absolutely necessary to omit some
of the characters. ..."

From which we gather that Lewis and the friends had
been able to show King the extreme inadvisability of pub-
ishing the work. Swift knew nothing of this at the time,
but Lewis did not long keep him in doubt, and the letter
Lewis wrote Swift on April 8th, 1738, sets forth at length
the objections and criticisms which had so changed King's
attitude,

'* London, April 8, 1738.

" I can now acquaint you, my dear Dean, that I have at
last had the pleasure of reading your History, in the presence

of Lord O------d, and two or three more, who think, in all

political matters, just as you do, and are as zealous for your
fame and safety as any persons in the world. That part of
it which relates to the negotiations of peace, whether at
London or at Utrecht, they admire exceedingly, and declare
they never yet saw that, or any other transaction, drawn up
with so much perspicuity, or in a style so entertaining and
instructive to the reader, in every respect; but I should be
wanting to the sincerity of a friend, if I did not tell you
plainly, that it was the unanimous opinion of the company
a great deal of the first part should be retrenched, and many
things altered.

" ist, They conceive the first establishment of the South
Sea Company is not rightly stated, for no part of the debt
than unprovided for was paid: however the advantages
arising to the public were very considerable ; for, instead of
paying for all provisions cent, per cent, dearer than the
common market-price, as we did in Lord Godolphin's times,
the credit of the public was immediately restored, and, by
means of this scheme, put upon as good a footing as the
best private security.

" 2d, They think the transactions with Mr. Buys might
have been represented in a more advantageous light, and
more to the honour of that administration; and, undoubtedly
they would have been so by your pen, had you been master
of all the facts.